Kiderlen's Pretensions

a better issue. Although one doesn't say so, Kiderlen appears
not to be in favour because he only received permission to
trot behind during the walk which the Emperor took with
the Chancellor in the park at Wilhelmshohe and His Majesty
received Kiderlen's reports at the hands of Bethmann.

According to letters which I get it was the big strikes in
England which induced Kiderlen to think this would be the
moment to attack Great Britain, for in a trice Germany
could annihilate that Power, and France without England
would count for absolutely nothing. It is this idea which
has re-awakened Kiderlen's pretensions these last few days
and brought about this interruption in the negotiations. In
some circles it is freely said that France will have to give
compensation to get him to leave Agadir. The very prompt
dispatch of this ship was a mistake, people add, and has put
Germany in such a false position that she would feel it a
humiliation if the Panther had to leave Agadir without
compensation. This I can well understand but why does
the Government commit such stupid blunders ? . . .

Kleinitz, 2nd September, 1911.

Moroccan affairs are going badly. At least it is difficult to
see clearly Germany's game. She's doing all she can to annoy
France without ever saying what it is she wants. The lan-
guage of the press is so bitter that I don't like reading papers
any longer. Even the Emperor hasn't been able to refrain
from giving the English a slap in his latest speeches, and the
whole British press has risen up to say things which are very
disagreeable to Germany, for they are only too true.

France's language has been full of dignity up to the present,
but if Germany always shows herself displeased at her
proposals and won't listen to anything, France's anger will
respond with an outburst of fury. Germany is playing with
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